
Nearly a century ago, the then small town of 
Zionsville gained a nickname of “Dahlia City”. 
This was due to the success of two neighboring 
nurseries located in the village. Both produced not 
only dahlia tubers, but other showy flowers as well. 
They sold them not only locally, but also across 
the country through their mail-order catalogs. 
Zionsville became known as one of the places to 
consider purchasing tubers to produce colorful and 
spectacular blooms for embellishing one’s garden 
or arranging in bouquets.

One of the nurseries was Tudor Gardens, operated 
by sisters Jennie and Adah Tudor. Their place of
business was the corner of Third Street and W. 
Lebanon Street. That site is now the corner of Fifth 
and Ash Streets. Copies of their catalogs from the 
1920’s are on file at the National Archives. Featured
plants included tulips, German iris, peonies, and 
gladioli.

	



      


        





     

      
     
      






     

      
    




    

      

     



     

      
 Mark Zelonis

ZIONSVILLE

The Dahlia City




